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HAL DEMVAN: Yep. This is exactly the right thing to do
that, | think. 1 think you were right in
sayi ng sonething; | think he couldn't have
hit you. | pretended | wasn't there.

PRESI DENT: Yeah. | understood that.

(Unintelligible, wth noise)
PRESI DENT: Yeah. Yeah. | had a talk with, uh, Bush.

He wants to be just as hel pful as he can
but, boy, he's a workhorse.

HAL DEMVAN: Real | y?

PRESI DENT: Yeah. Well you know (unintelligible) evil
wandering, said uh, and you know and then
sonmet hing about Reitz. He says Reitz et
hi m go because Magruder told Reitz that
Magruder had tal ked about Reitz's
i nvol venent in what was called the dirty
tricks departnment, which I don't know
apparently about what it is and | said,
"What the hell is that?” And, uh,
(unintelligible). He said, "Well, it was
sonet hi ng about sonme denonstration in front
of the Wiite House here,” or sone dam
thing. (Unintelligible) Charges are
illegal.

HAL DEMAN: God sake. That was sonething they had a
guy, let's see, cone over and joint the
denonstration group over here to tell 'em
-to listen to what they were doing and
report back.

PRESI DENT: Yeah. You're right. So | -so Ceorge says
he's rewritten.
HAL DEMVAN: At least that's what the story is.

PRESI DENT: He's got a | awyer.
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Reitz says?
Yeah.
Good Lord.

And, uh, he's got Jerry Leonard
(unintelligible) involved 15 ot 16 in the
Wi t e House.

In the White House?

RESTRI CTED-“ D’
In the dirty tricks thing?
Everyt hi ng.
Reitz says that?

This is sonething Newsweek woul d want to
keep track. He said, "How nuch would they
have?"

Oh. (unintelligible with noise) Well, if
you take account the press, that would be
good. (Unintelligible with noise) sounds

i ke probably true.

Anybody?
That's what they say.
(24 second pause)

| woul d doubt that, say how you coul d.

Well, unless they're stretching out, uh,
peopl e that haven't any real -any direct tie
in. Um

(Unintelligible with noise)

And uh, (unintelligible with noise) the, of
course, burgeoning kind of hard to figure
out, isn't it Bob? Very hard..
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Wel |, yeah, it's burgeoning, burgeoning in
ot her directions.

What the hell is there putting Magruder into
the -1 know what's going on, that sort of
thing I can't figure out. Can you?

Magruder's | ashing out on the thing you
know. | think, I think the dammed thing is
here. ..

That's right.

So what he's -what's happening is that he's
trying for a better deal than they're giving
himand they're trying to get nore
information out him They' ve al ready given
hima better deal. Looking at their past
(unintelligible).

Magr uder .

What this is -Magruder is give them sone
thing that will nail that down and, uh,
we'l |l knock off (unintelligible).

Magr uder, Magruder's uh, comi ng close. See
he told Reitz what he had done
(unintelligible). Magruder basically
telling everything.

So, Reitz better be careful. Mgruder's
told a | ot of people what he's done that he
hasn't done. And that's -this is a part of
process where people are, are, uh, panicking
because sonebody said something that isn't,
that hasn't happened. Now, Magruder. You
cannot -see this is the problem here, we, we
tend to | ook at each individual shop as
havi ng sone having validity under the

ci rcunstances. That's the Washi ngton Post
story today or yesterday or the Magruder
story that he told one person or that he
tol d anot her but they don't check. So
sonmething is wong with sonme of "em You
can't take all of them because they don't
cone together. And nmaybe you can't take any
of "em The truth of the matter is you have
to take sonme butthe quesion is which and who
knows whi ch
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Yeah.
And that is still a real problem People
| ook at you and say, well, you know, cone

clean and tell us what really happened. Who
knows?

| tried to explain to George that nonment he
said (unintelligible). | said, "But Ceorge,
you know every canpaign there's going to be
activities of-denonstrations, counter-
denonstrations and that sort of thing and |
suppose that Reitz is involved in that, but
| don't know that -1 said, "Was he invol ved
in Watergate?” and he said, "Wll, | don't
think so,"” uh, you know CGeorge is
(unintelligible).

Well, | can imagine that they had the youth
crew working in all kinds of various, you
know, denonstrations, infiltrating other
denonstrations, anti-denonstrations to find
out what was goi ng on.

CGeorge called it the dirty tricks departnent
they were in.

That woul d be.

Really in the dirty tricks departnent...
Ha.

Magr uder .
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If they had "emit wasn't very damm good
because that was one of our problens is you
coul d never get anything -any action in
their area.

Magr uder .
(Pause)

| said, "George,"” uh, | said, "Gve ne the
truth. Have | done the right thing here?”
And he said, "Oh, yes. |It's |like everything

else. I1t's right for 24 hours and they say.
"Try to do sonething nore.™

Ha ha.

Ri ght ?

Wel |, yeah, but | guess you could, well, you

know, and that's that...
(Unintelligible).
No matter what bright thing you do.

He's reflecting | think, Bob, the uh,
concern of the people on the hill as you
said. He goes up there.

O course, this is just what we said when we
say it could just be -if you could just

rel ease your people to speak at the Senate,
that'll take care of it. So you rel ease
your people to speak to the Senate and they
say, "What else will you do?” Then you say
you're busted the case and you shifted the
peopl e over and the truth is going to cone
out. And, uh, now you have -first, you nai
‘“em it would appear public pressure,
nailing the Attorney-Ceneral.

That's right.
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Canpai gn manager
(Pause)

one of the problens this norning made the
point that they're not gonna settle for
scapegoats. You can't get away with trying
to blane this on Magruder and Dean, which
think is probably true. And then they said
so you have to nove it up to Hal deman and
then totally ignore Mtchell. And, uh,
because you have to nove to sonmeone who was
hi gh enough to have had the responsibility,
but the dilema that you have, the President
answers -1f you nove to Hal deman, then
there's no way the President escapes
responsi bility.

That's right.

The other point is that on the Wtergate,
you can't go to Helm On the other thing
you can only very renotely renove him

Structures?

Yeah. And even there, making the worst
possi bl e case of addi ng everything up and
believing it, of all the worst things that
could be said, you nake a very renote case
of , of, uh, know edge and of one overt act
that, that uh was in itself indirect three
times renoved. And that, that's what we
gotta work for the lawers so that's a good
gquestion in taking it at its very worst and
sayi ng that every adverse wi tness' testinony
is accepted and acceptabl e, and believed,
where woul d we cone out? And even there,

t hey say you don't cone out where it
matters.

Vell, you know I think -how | feel the uh
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(Unintelligible).

If talk about Mtchell, you do cone out.
There's um ..

The Mtchell thing is going to be clear as
hell. He's gonna be indicted. | don't
t hi nk. ..

See that's not really accepted yet. The
thing we don't realize is that we read these
stories knowi ng nore than the people who
read them know. And the people now, |

t hi nk. ..

Think it's going to be Hal deman?

No. | don't think they know. | don't -but
| don't think they're -1 don't think they
believe what they're reading. And even the
analysts | don't think believe what they're
reading. | -1 think a lot of people just
can't accept the possibility in their own
m nds that John Mtchell was involved.

don't think they can accept the possibility
| was either. | think that they -that...

They m ght.
But then on the other side..
The enem es?

The enemes would like to. But then on the
ot her side, they have to say sonebody nust
have been. And we damm wel | better find out
who because it won't suffice that we knew

t hat

Hal deman and Ehrlichman and Dean did it...
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That sonme |low level types did it.
| nmean, uh, Magruder.

Magruder and Dean. Well, unless you could
make a rock bottom case on that, but now
don't think you can. There are too nany
peopl e that know that the truth is, is

ot herw se.

Wiay' d the Grand Jury know? They're getting
into strangest issues. The dirty tricks
departnment is nore than | can figure out.

Uh, | woul d guess that why they are is that
they're -well, it's the sane thing you

tal ked about when you talked with them on
Sunday (unintelligible) thing you concl uded
which is that they are scared to death to
et the Ervin Committee uncover anything
that they haven't al ready uncovered, because
that will then nove to |egislative action or
at | east higher. Un, "Why in the hell did
you di scover this?"

| don't believe I'lIl ask Petersen -you gotta
reach your lawers. | don't think I'm going
to ask Petersen about what Hunt tal ked about
and so forth. I'mafraid, afraid it

woul dn't do any good.

Yeah.

What do you agree?

| think so. | don't think you ought to ask
anything onit. |, | -you get these day

t o-day devel opnments. There's nothing you
can do about it. | think we've got to |ook

at it inalittle bit broader picture. You
can't help but get sticklered by each one of
them but then each one gets revised or
changed or overwitten by sonething el se.
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Yeah. The only problemis the Hunt thing.
Go over again and these dam nati ona
security taps.

They (unintelligible).
Huh?

I f they know.

How can we avoid it, Bob?

That -he can just avoid tal king about it if
he wants to. W don't know what -so far

| told "emnot to question himabout it that
|"msure they're into it.

Well, if they gointoit -well, if they go
intoit the Gand Jury, then it'll be out as
a Gand Jury leak. That's why I, | can't
understand the | awers don't seemto get
very excited about it. | guess so maybe
it's not exciting. It seens to nme that that
is nore than the thing where you just sit
and say, "Ch, it nust have been the court
reporters.”

Sur e.

And if it is the court reporters, they ought
to indict the court reporters right now

And there ought to be -it seens to be that's
as big scandal as the Watergate is, but
nobody seens to think so.

(Laughs) | guess they figure that when it's
the truth getting out to the colummist that
are trying to do us in and so forth.
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HAL DEMAN: But what happens to the process of justice?
What's the point of a Gand Jury when Bil
Rogers (unintelligible) about the whole -you
know, that you're entitled to be indicted
before you are charged. (Pause) And
ordi nary. .

PRESI DENT: Yeah.

HAL DEMVAN: Peopl e are..

PRESI DENT: VWat the hell..

HAL DEMAN: ...even nore so.

PRESI DENT: | want to say that, uh, we, uh...

(Pause)

PRESI DENT: ...uh, we really uh get the chance over the
weekend. Go over (unintelligible with
noise) it seens to nme (unintelligible with
noi se) .

HAL DEMVAN: It's a grateful point.

PRESI DENT: Wuld you say is the P.R, of the
Presidential posture of the goddammed t hing,
uh, we've already tal ked about that. (Pause)

PRESI DENT: The Presidential posture. You think we're
in the right posture at the nonent?

HAL DEMAN: (Unintelligible).

PRESI DENT: Sonet hing now, their line, | suppose is they

HAL DEVAN

have to get sonething higher. W can't get
a scapegoat, so it's gotta be Hal deman.

No.



APRI L 20,

1973, FROM 11: 07 TO 11:23 A M

PRESI DENT:

HAL DEVAN

PRESI DENT:

HALDEMAN

PRESI DENT:

HAL DEVAN

or, it's got to be Mtchell? Wat el se?

There's got to be sonmeone. (Qbviously,

they' re gonna keep trying on all of this.
It's a quicker target. O course, that's
what they make of it. Sonebody has to nake
the legal thing work and then the public
poi nt .

Ri ght .

Sonmehow it's a question of really putting
that out and, and seeing where it cones out.
(Pause)

Wonder when wil|l Dean start crashing
Ehr |l i chman.

| had a feeling that he did, but he didn't
name nanes. So that he, what he said was
you know there's peopl e higher up -people
fromlower down (unintelligible) and then
the guy that put it out assuned it was

Hal deman and said it. Because John -what
Ron says -John was surprised, startled, and
chagrined that the nane was naned because he
says he didn't nanme any -he didn't name ny
name. And | think he's playing both that
the guy m sunderstood him He told himto
get the story out, said it was higher ups
involved in this. And that is his cover on
it, which we expected it would be. He was
doi ng what he was told. Now the question is
who, who will we say told him And then can
you get away with saying that we told him

| assune he'll say both of us did. He may
just say | did. Got a tough one there

' cause he had nuch nore conmmunication with
John than he did with ne.
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PRESI DENT: Correct.

HAL DEMVAN: He had no comunication with you so there's
no way he can hang you into it.

PRESI DENT: That's right.

HAL DEMVAN: Come after the part that you were
investigating. That's why | think you're
you' re covered. Even on the -well, the Hunt
-but that's -you're covered under nationa
security grounds on that.

PRESI DENT: Well, | don't know. But the recollection
-ny recollection -in fact, | did nmake notes
on that conversation -1 don't think we'd
want to...

HAL DEMVAN: Apparently, apparently | gave Dean 'em
‘cause | can't find any.

PRESI DENT: May be just as well. But, the point was it
was al so discussed in ternms of blackmai
‘cause it was the sane conversation.

HAL DEMVAN: | think so.

PRESI DENT: Vell, | renmenber specifically ny saying |I'd
like you to (unintelligible) a mllion
dollars. (Unintelligible) He said a mllion
dollars. | guess we can get that.

HAL DEMAN: Hal But then |I said about that but then
said, "We've started down that track,"” and
you agreed that, you know, you won't get
anywhere. That doesn't acconplish anything.
The fact that you said a mllion or ten
mllion or, or...

PRESI DENT: Ri ght. And Dean agreed.

(Pause)
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The facts still remain...

Dean (unintelligible).

That's privileged conversation..
That's right.

...you can't use. You can try himas a
(unintelligible) and if then you -we want
sonme ot her way.

Wll, there's no action taken as far as
we're concerned. That's the one thing.
Ri ght ?

None.

| don't know, either. Did he call M tchel
then or who did call him John Ehrlichman?

| don't know. | don't have any i dea.
don't know that anybody did. (Pause)

You don't think John did?
John Ehr!li chman?.
Mtchell (unintelligible).

That was John Ehrlichman wasn't the | east
bit concerned about it.

About the | eak?

He said conme and (unintelligible) it out.
s that right? About a | eak.

Al nost conplete (unintelligible).

13
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PRESI DENT: That's fine. If we have a |leak, just |et
the Gand Jury.

HAL DEMVAN: We just know they were | eaking.

(Pause)

PRESI DENT: Wel | sonebody -didn't see them and uh.

HAL DEMVAN: See, what the public saying this norning.

PRESI DENT: Vell nmy viewis, I'd |like to perhaps have a
short talk after you' ve nmet (unintelligible)
perhaps we could neet with you and John
could conme in and we'd have a little..

HAL DEMVAN: kay.

PRESI DENT: (Unintelligible) Maybe ten after.

HAL DEMAN: Sur e.

PRESI DENT: Particularly if you could discuss the
guestion how we view to the public. Have
the public watch the thing and how we, how
we stand on the -what we know is the
crescendo that's going to be built up

HAL DEMVAN: Yeah.

PRESI DENT: Per haps on you -And, perhaps on John, too.

In other words we got to really have a, a,
we've got to have a not only a |l egal, but
we’'ve got to have a, a public stands fare.
And | just don't think Zi egler could go out
wi t hout an expression of confidence in you
and John. That's what |'m concerned about.
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HAL DEMAN: | think he's got to.

PRESI DENT: Huh.

HAL DEMVAN: | think he's got to. | think he can express
confid -Well, I want to talk to him |
don't think you should express confidence in
anyone.

PRESI DENT: W'll see you. Bye

15



