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H: ...such a build up of Henry's trip and the day after day and the extra day
and then the extra day after that...you know, that if there isn't something, I
worry now about a real letdown on that issue. I'm not worried about what
McGovern or anybody else is saying, the things the American people are
saying. For the first time we had our hopes up...

C: Do you think they have their hopes up?

H: Yep. We polled them, we were getting like 88% expected no settlement,
Idon't know, but I would guess that it might be no more than 50% expect no
settlement before the election.

C: I wonder if that's a question worth asking, Lous?

H: Yea, it is and I intend to put it in. I can't get it in this one unfortunately.
C: You can't?

H: No, we had to release today. I probably should have put it in.

C: Oh, you mean, released your questionnaire.

H: To get it out in the field. We mail it out because it's the only way to.do

C: Now you're really worrying me.

H: It does worry me. I'm not worried about if the Kissinger trip had been off
the record...

C: It was , but...

H: Oh, but, shit, you know...I'm not saying there were any leaks out, but it
leads the news every night and the President comes back from Atlanta and

it almost overshadows Atlanta. They came to ....back to be with Dr. Kissinger
had breakfast this morning...that sort of thing. It's almost like people are
breathlessly hanging on to every word about this and what worries me is, they
really have an appetite for something and I got that... sitting on that result about
the bombing,

C: I understand your point and I was calling you really to tell you that...this
thing is incredibly complicated and it isn't black and white. ..
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H: Well, if it @n be done with any degree of honor, I'd say do it. Just talking
cold blooded ...

C: Well, you show sometimes uncanncy perception because we put a certain
deadline and they said, well, we'll let you know and I bet you that we're going
to go right down to the wire as you indicated we might and they know they're
putting us in a bind too. Because...

H: Some day, after this election, I'll tell you about something....I've been
involved with the Russians before on some things and they're really strange
people. They are...anti-Communists are strange people. They are heavy
handed. . even though...I don't know them very well at all, but they'd say..
these guys have a certain kind of heavy-handed, butcher-like quality, so that
in negotiations, they put it like pounds of meat on the table, rather than any
delicacy at all. I don't know if that's what they're doing, but that's...

C: It's a curious combination of things that are going on, but my own view is
that we are rolling inextriably forward towards something that is going to
happen and that the timing of it is going to be more governed perhaps...more
by almost the ponderous nature in which you have to do things.

H: ...they'll be a week late. You wait and see.

C: That's entirely conceivable...

H: They have a much more encumbered decision.,

C: That's what I'm trying to say.

H: They are not free men to negotiate.

C: Well, they're freer now than they have been, but.

H: In other words, the days of Stalin they could make a deal stick sa e over in
their world.

C: Particularly with this outfit.
H: That's right because they've got a collective leadership..

C: And, God, the Russians are more...are pushing harder...I don't know if you
saw what Pravda said today, but...

H: No, but I had a guy come in this maning that said..I don't trust him because



he's this guy Bonda's successor, the counsellor of theembassy there. He came
in and I gave him our line including the Japanese...when you say it's better to
have a Japanese controlled in the open negotiating with the Chinese than going
behind our back and your back. I;Iis eyes lit up and he took big notes at that.
At any rate, but then I gave him /pretty strong sell on the Vietnam thing and
said, don't you understand that a great deal of whether you get this cooperation
you so desperately seek after the election depends entirely on what you do on
Vietnam and at first he tried to weasel out, by saying, no, no, we don't really
control it and I said, as long as you have some input into it, if that isn't full
input for a settlement now on it, it can be costly to you....just like that and I
thought that impressed him,

C: That's very good.

H: Well, that's the way...that's their language. ...they're always thinking

in terms of....and end result and they don't give a shit how they get there but
they want to know what is the connection. This guy also gave me a somewhat
hard time on the Jackson amendment...so I said, well, don't be so categorical
about condemning our country for that or even Israel. You'll find Israel is

not for the Jackson amamdment and he looked atarted at that. I had a good time.
giving him a hard time.

C: That's very helpful. Well, my question to you, is..there are 3 options.
This gets very complex. One, a continuation....pressing hard to try to get
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H: Yea, which means even intensifying the bombings...

C: No, no. But it means cantinuing the kind of stuff that we've seen this week.
H: Except we'll miss the French Embassy next time.

C: Wasn't that awful. No, I mean when I say continuing activities, I mean
continuing Kissinger activity., Which was something that rmay or may not break
before the first of November., But if it doesn't break before the first of November,
well quite asauredly break in November.. . after the election, because we cannot
by your thesis cannot do anything in the first 7 days in November. People think
you know that you just sit down and say, well, here's the deal and everybody
shakes hands, but this is the first time that there has really been...

H: The outlines that have come out, I must say, it's not that clean a deal.

C: No, you can see it shaping up.

H: There's some contingencies. .. stuff down the rode which doesn't surprise me.
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H: Which....it's been a muddied up war anyway and that's the way it should
appropriately end.

C: Then, the second option would be the cut everything off cold, right now
but that might really imperil the opportunity to get something. The third
option is that the timing plays out such that something happens before the
end of the month.

H: Well, I'd opt for the third very strongly, if you can see the daylight.

C: Oh, yea, but we're not in total control. The third could become the first
is what I guess I'm saying.

H: Yea, Iwould worry about that last week of the election, if Henry were
intensive negotiations up to then and then it broke uff and everybody knew
there was nothing coming up before the election....

C: Well, but they might also have a feeling it might be coming up right after
1t

H: Well, I don't think that will wash.
C: Then we've got a hell of a dilemma.

H: Ithink it's a risk. Just piddling with numbers and guessing, but I'd guess

you could get down to an 18 point lead which if the 12 difference of the big states
could put them down to 6, which gets close. That's my worry. I wanted to say

it the other day about Teetor, but remember the President so shrewdly said

"the overall results aren't going to be reflected of how close it can get in the

big states because of my lead in the South''. Remember that? And he's dead
right. He's a real keen political analysist, I must say, because that's true.
We're getting a 12 point spread...I know, because this guy that did the New York
poll was in my office before and he said to me'gee, you know I would have guessed
a 6 point spread between the big states so that when we got 16 here in New York,

it was going to be 22 nationwide and he said, I'm amazed. This guy's a statistician
and we looked at our data and analyzed it and I said no, and here's why. The
reason is that you've got not only the South, but you've got smaller states looking
like the South as well and it's much tigheter in the bigger states. And my worry
is that's exactly where you'll get Vi#&nam sensitive vote. These big states on the
coast, I'm less worried about Ohio and Illinois, but I'm more worried about New
York, New Jersey, Massachusetts, California. '

C: Not Pennsylvania,
H: Well, I don't know.

C: Not Illinois and not Ohio.



H: Well, you half convinced me on Pennsylvania.

C: Idon't think we have to worry in Pennsylvania. and I don't think we do in
New Jersey or Connecticut. Now, those are states...well, we took Je‘réey
before. We'll take Texas...so wa even if the thing closes, and we lost
California, that's more than offset by Pennsylvania and Texas.

H: Oh, yea. No, I'm not saying the election is going to be lost, but I think it
could get down to anywhere from 58 to 60 instead of 61 to 64.

C: Yea, which is of course where we'd rather see it end.
H: And as I read Richard Nixon he'd like to get as much as he can get.

C: Well, yea, and I think...I was interested talking to one of my good Democratic
friends the other day who said I'm not only voting for him but I'm pulling like hell
for a big vote because we've got to clean the McGovernites out of the Democratic
Party.

H: Right. You tell the President this story. It's occurred to me in the last
couple days, thinking hard about this, that the mark of a real champion...as

a matter of fact it makes a difference in boxing particularly, but in any sport,

is when...boxing is the most dramatic in a way because the guy has to be able
to take his opponent out clean and hard and he's got to knock him out all the

way., He doesn't like a TKO, If you' re going to win a football game, and I'm
not saying you roll up the score deliberately, but it should be 60-12, you make

it 60-12. And I sense...tell the President I share that view. There's no way

to play except for keeps all the way. I don't know if you agree with that, but I think
you do, And thats why...I see this now, the only issue. I swear...I don't think
this recent Washington Post this is going to wash...it's too late....

C: And God...well, you and I will plot about taking over the Post,..It is the
mos t incredible story I have ever read in my life.

H, The economy keeps getting better, the...I just don't see the,.young people are
not moving, I've kgot reports back from the colleges all the time now and what's
happenedis they haven't gone toNixon they've gotten apolitical. ..anti-political.

C: Yea, my son says that at Princeton they're not even getting absenttee =& ballots.

H: No, I checked it out...Columbia it's the same thing, They're not interested
in politics at all, They're just turned off and so, I'm not worried about the
youth vote, except I am worried about the goddamn Vietnam, it worries the
hell out of me. It's soft. It's got a soft...I've been studying the last 8 years



of my life studying the guy.

C: Oh, I know it. You've been more perceptive to the changes than anybody
else.

H: And it's ..this worries me..it doesn't worry me that it will lose the
election, it worries me that...reporting on the Saturday before the election
that it's gone from 27-17 or something. And...

C: Ithink it's holding now, Lou, from every feeling I get. Well, I don't know.
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