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July 21, 1971 

L. BIGBY 

GORDON f.."TlUlCBAN 

SUBJECT: walter De Vries 
..... • .. 5j t 

Magruder arranged for Flanigan,. Garment, Marik, MaruIDoto, 
an4 my••lf to interYiew Dr. De Vries for the polling 
OODaul'tant posldon vith the campaign. 

Dr. De Vrie. work. alMoat exclusively for Republ1C8D8, 
inolu4iu<; RoImey, IUlUken,. Bocketeller,. and currently 
Bob Griffin. Bi. emly DemocraUo candidate 18 one of 
the Lou1a1ana 101\98 who is cun'ently rwmlng for ~rnor" 
Hi. explanation for wor.ku" for a DeJBOCrat. 1. that be 
baa beea glY8D a free reiD in terms of r ••••rch, ..ala, 
and barapaJ.gn ~Dt. control. 

Although bi. back.g~Ul'ld i. basically one of survey 
naea.rch. Be alao pnpare. lIed.ia &pOts aDd doe. genera1 
CampaigZl consultant work. 

Be ha. dona a good deal of work analyzing the Wtlcket 
spUtter-. He bas raceatly ccmplet.ed • book which will 
be 1a print in sept.ellber. The 'co-autAor of t.he book S.a 
Lance 'larr&ftCe,. our friend at. the Census 8ureau. It. i. 
De Vries view that t:ha el...aie distinctions betweeD 
RepUbllcaAS,. Democrats,. and In4epeadeAta do not take 
into account the fact that 54' of tilOtJ. who voted in 1970 
split their ticket... De Vries beli.".. that the 
general trud toward In4epeDdents i. eftn luger than 
currently iDdloated by the registration atatistics 
becaus••fta those who register with. particular part.y 
do not. 4amonatrate the standard part.y loyalt.y, but rather, 
split. their ticket.. 

oe Vri•• is not. particularly i.pr••••d with ORC or Or. 
Dar,••s be believes their technique. are too rid9ed and 
old fubloaed. In part.icular, De Vri.. sUCjpate Wllfyin9 
the polling and COlIfIlmdoatiOh8 aspects of 1& cuapalgn. 
For e:xample. 8UAJ9••t.ed spots or _1' documelltarl•• or 
CUlpaiqn literat.ure oould be pre-tested and analyzed by 
the .... iDdlviduala who are doing the polling in ge"eral. 

http:ccmplet.ed
http:barapaJ.gn


-2­

Another .U99••~loft that Ue Vries b.. 1. that natiOftVlde 
poll1ag does not belp you cleterrdn.e who the WlCOJlBi t.ted 
voter ia aD4 how to vet to bia in a key uea. He says 
that. polling ahould. be oonduc~ed 1ft ~e top media IUrk.ttI 
1.a the key state. sotbat the 8111phaa18 of the campaign 
can be on t.b.....lag voters. 

GS:lm 



July 2, 19'71 


LARRY HIGBY 


GOR.DON STRACHAN 

At. your request, I aaw Mr. Bruce Kerrill, the Director of 
the Survey Research Center at Arizona State Univeraity.
Hia resume is attached. 

Merrill is a very intereatlnq in4ividual who haa aome 
definite ideas about survey rasearcha 

1. Simulation will coat at le.st $1.2 to $2 million. 

2.. Merrill doubts that sblulatlon i8 worth it from a 
cost effective stand. 

3. The problem i. not Use of simulation, but more effeetiy. 
use of ourrent polling information. 

4. ORC and &lnham are c<lIIIpetent but old' and static. 

5. As you can see from his reaume, he haa worked for 

coDservative aepublicans, yet he haa a very free wbeeling

impression of which voters are movin91 


6. He disagre.s with Kevin Pbillips and will send synopsis 
of four th.sia dis.ertation.,done by his graduate student., 
refutinq the arqument in Phillips book. 

7. He think. tna Republican hierarchy has poorly used available 
university Republicans. 

i. He will a180 be forwardinq to me hi. com.ents on Roll'. 

book, THE IlOPBS AND FBAIlS OF THE AMERICAN PEOPLE. 


GS:lrn 
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